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Mr. Fox s NARRATIVE, by whoſe Vigilance 
and Induſtry, they were diſcovered, taken and 
( brought to Juſtice. | * 
WITH THE 


Evidence they gave againſt KE LL and ELLIS 
at the Aſſizes at Maidſtoue. 


LIKEWISE 


The CASE of Kipp x, the Porter, who was 
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executed at Tyburn, on the Evidence of M Daniel, "how, 
| Blee, and other Thief-takers ; 
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and Jauns SALMON, Thief-Takers. 
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1955 TEPH EN: M Daniel. James Rerry, _ 


72 


W James Egan (otherwiſe Gabagan) and 


Lime been employed as Thief-takers, and 
by their Vigilance and Activity, had forced great 


Numbers to make their Exit upon the Gallows. Ma- 


James Salmon, had for a conſiderable | 


ny of thoſe, who were convicted, tlito” their Means, 


no Doubt ſuffered juſtly; bur chere is great Reaſon 
to queſtion, whether all thofe whom they brought 


10 <his ſhameful End, were of that Number; we 


. 


Ag: are 


_ 


141 
are very ſure that in the Inſtance before us, this was 
not the Caſe, but that the Proſpect of Reward, ra- 
ther than doing Juſtice to their Country, was the prin- 
cipal Motive. It is even ſaid, theſe Fellows, in the 
Courſe of their Practice, have got no leſs than 1300 l. 
as Rewards given by the Government, and particu- 
lar Pariſhes, for the taking of Highwaymen and other 
Felons. They have been long ſuſpected of foul 
Practices, and as the Purſuit of their Game led them 
into the Purlieus of Deptford, Greenwich, Blackbeath, 
and on that Road, they were narrowly watched, par- 
ticularly by Mr. Cox, Conſtable of the lower Hundred 
of Blackbeath, who was very aſſiduous in tracing them 
through their ſeveral Haunts ; and took ſuch effectu- 
al Meaſures for the Diſcovery of their Villainy, that 
at length he ſecured their Perſons, and brought them 
to Juſtice, as will appear in the Courſe of their Try- 
al at the Old Bayley, where March 1, 1755, _ 
were - indicted, for that at the Afizes held at Maid- 
one for the County of Kent on the 13th of Auguſt 
laſt, Peter Kelly and Jobn Ellis were indicted for a 
Robbery on the King's Highway, on James Salmon, 
in the Pariſh of St. Paul, Deptford, and taking from 
him a Linnen Handkerchief, Value 44. two Pair 
of leathern Breeches, one claſp Knife, one Iron- 
Tobacco-Box, one Silver Pocket-Piece, one Guinea, 
.and one half-Crown; and the ſaid Peter Kelly and 
John Ellis were tried and convicted for that Robbery ; 
and that the ſaid M Daniel, Berry, Egan, and Sal- 
mon on the 23d of July 1755, in the City of London 
were Acceſſaries before the Felony was committed, 
and feloniouſly and maliciouſly did aid, aſſiſt, coun- 
ſel, hire and command the ſaid Ellis and Kelly to com- 
mit this Robbery. Rh | 
Tn were likewiſe indicted on a ſecond Count 
for the ſame as an Offence at Common Law. 
Mx. Cox was firſt called to prove the Record of 
the Conviction of Peter Kelly and John Ellis, a Copy 
of which was prgduced in Court and rede. 


< 


ä 

TEN Thomas Blee was called and ſworn, He had 
been one of the Gang, and was a Sort of Runner 
or Implement, to aſſiſt them in carrying on their 
Schemes, and by the Induſtry and Vigilance of 
Mr. Cox, had been ſecured to give Evidence againſt 
them. N | 
He depoſed, that he had known Berry eight or 
nine Years, and M Daniel 12 Months laſt Novem- 
ber; that he never had much Acquaintance with Sal- 
mon till June laſt; Egan he had known four or five 

Years, by his coming often to Berry's. | 
Bix aſked, if he knew Kelly and Ellis, he ſaid 
he did, and that they were then in Maidſtone Gaol. 

THz Manner of his becoming acquainted with theſe. 
People, he ſaid, was thus: He lodged at Berry's ; 
Houſe, and worked for him. In the Beginning of 
Fuly laſt Berry ſent him to M Daniel, who lived in 
Scroop's Court, Holbourn, to tell him, that he wanted 
to ſpeak to him. M Daniel accorditigly came. They 
both ſaid, Tom, Money grows ſcarce, you muſt look 
out ſharp for a Couple to go upon the Scamp, and 
if you can't get two, get one. The Scamp is a cant 
Word, to go upon the Highway. Tom told them, that 
Kidden's Affair was ſo bad, that he did not chuſe to 
be concerned any more, Who was convicted and ex- 
ecuted, laſt January was a Twelvemonth, at Tyburn. 
M aniel, replied; If you don't, it ſhall be the 
worſe for you.” Berry ſaid; He might go about 
his Buſineſs ;” upon which he went away. But the 
next Morning Berry called him into his Room, and 
faid ; „Go to M*Danzel, and deſire him to meet me 
in the Fields about 11 o'Clock.” They went into 
the Spaw Fields, and he with them. They ſat down 
upon the Graſs, and bad him go and look about the 
Fields, and if he could pick up a Couple of idle 
Fellows, that would do for the Purpoſe, that is, go 
upon the Scamp. For three Days ſucceſſively they 
went into the Fields on the ſame Account, bur could 
pick up no Body for their Purpoſe. The 15th of 


July, 


(eF 
July, one of thoſe Days, they ordered him to go 
into che Fields, and wait till they came. After two 
Hours M Daniel came to him, and went with him to 
Sir Jahn Oldcaſtle's, where, at the Bottom of the Yard, 
they found Berry and Salman the Breeches Maker. 
Then they diſcourſed all together about this Robbery. 
Daniel faid, we will do it ſome-where towards 
Blacłbeath; but Berry inſiſted it ſhould be done be- 
| tween New-Croſs Twrnpike and Deptford, juſt facing 
| the four Mile Stone. The Reaſon he gave for it, was, 
that there is a Reward of 20/7. given by the Inhabitants 
of Baſt-Grepmwich f u apprehending Highwaymen and 
Footpads; adding, ſuppoſe” we have Egan with us; 
and talkeed about his being a Fence, that is, to buy 
the Goods, after Salmon had been robbed of them. 
M Daniel objected to Egan's being in, becauſe he 
thought five too many to ſhare the Reward. Berry 
replied, we can't well do without him; for even then 
there would be near 204. a Piece, tho? a Conftable 
ſhould have a Part. Upon which it was concluded, 
tkat Egan ſhould be taken in as a Fence in the Rob 
bery, and Blee was ordered to go and acquaint him 
with it directly; and łhat it was not proper for them 
to be ſeen to walk in the Streets together. The 
nene Morning Tow went out again, to ſeelt ſome Body 
for the Puypoſe but could find none. The next Day 
| after, Berry called him into his Room, and bad him 
go and tell MM Daniel to come to him to the Bell in 
Holbourn. M. Daniel came and Blee with him, 
where they found Egan, Salmon and Berry, and they 
all concluded: that the Thing ſhould be done ; by 
which they meant, that Tom ſhould-get a Couple to go 
on the Higbway, and that Salmon ſhould be the Perſon 
to be robbed of two Pair of Breeches, which were 
to be marked under the Pocket or Waiſtband with 
ſome particular Mark, which he thinks was: to be 
J. S. Then Berry and Me Daniel ſaid they muſt 
have a particular Handkerchief; Manie! pulled 
out one, but Salmon ſaid, he had one at home, „ 
he 


—2à— — — — — ͥ — — 


1 
„he would mark ſo, as to ſwear to, that is, with four 
'oilet Holes, one at each Corner. Berry. ſaid, they 
ſhould want a Tobacco Box. M*Daniel anſwered, 
he had a very remarkable one that any Body might 
ſwear to, and that he would give it to Salmon to be 
robbed of. They wanted likewiſe a Halfpenny and 
would have it marked. M Daniel ſaid he had a Poc- 
ket- piece, which Tom ſaid he ſaw his Wife buy for 
Three-pence and a Halfpennyworth of Gin. This 
was thought the beſt, and Egan was to mark it with 
a Shoemaker's Tool, They then bid Tom go about 
his Buſineſs: The next Morning Berry called him 
into his Room again, gave him Three-pence, or- 
der'd him to go down to the #leet-market, and fee if 
he could pick up two Men, or Lads, for the Pur- 
ole. | 

K TO M went accordingly, and met with Peter 
Kelly, and Jobn Ellis, whom he knew to be Pick- 
pockets, but had then no Diſcourſe with them about 
the Affair in Hand. Next Morning Berry gave him 
Three-pence more, and bid him go and be ſure to 
have a little Talk with them, and tell them he knew 
where they might get a brave Parcel of Lullies, that 
is, Linen, if they would go with him to Deptford. 
Tom went accordingly, and did his Meſſage, but not 
as from Berry, for then they would not have gone 
but they agreed to go with Tom when he: thought 
proper. | : | 

T O M being aſked. by the Court what Kelly and 
Ellis were, ſaid, Ellis was a Chimney-ſweeper, about 
Twenty Years of Age, and the other about Twenty- 
one, Next Morning Tom gives Berry an Account of 
his Succeſs, who bids him go and tell M Daniel to 
come to him to the Plumb- tree, at the Bottom of 
Holborn- Hill. Me Daniel went, and Tom with him, 
and found there Berry and Salmun. Berry told him, 
that Tom had got two Men, who had agreed to go 
where he thought proper. 0 


Tux. 


181 


Tux Reaſon why they were villing that he ſhould 


go alone was, becauſe People ſhould not take notice 
of him, and gave him the great Coat he had on to 


diſguiſe him. This was on a Friday when he had 
been to Kelly and Ellis. He ſaw them in the Fleet 
Market on a Pea-Cart, and gave them a Glaſs of 
Gin, and left them. About two Hours after, he 


met them again, and aſked them if they would go 
to Deptford or not? they ſaid, yes. Kelly aſked him 


if he had got a Bag to put the Linnen in? He ſaid, 


they did not want a Bag, and would tell them more 


of that another Time, and left them. 
Ar Night Berry aſked him, if he had ſeen them? 


he ſaid he had. Then ſays Berry, call on me in the 
Morning before you go out; which he did, and Berry 


gave him 64d, to treat the Lads. He went and found 
them in the Brick Fieldd, and treated them with Gin 
and Beer, and promiſed to meet them on the Mor- 
row Morning. Then he ſent to M Daniel and told 
him, he had got two Lads, that he believed would 
ſuit his Purpoſe, but he ſhould ſee them again to 
Morrow, when he would let him know more about it; 
and he ſaid it was very well. | x 

Ar Night Tom went to Berry, and told him what 
had paſſed between the Lads and him; he ſaid, it 
was very well, and he ſhould ſee Egan to morrow 
Morning. The next Morning, July 224, about 5 
o'Clock, Berry bad him go and tell M Daniel not 
to be out of the Way, and gave him Three- Pence 
to go and treat Kelly and Ellis; which he did, 
and told them he would fix a Day when to go 
to Deptford, and ſo left them. Then he went to 


M Daniel's Houſe. About nine in the Morning 


Berry and Egan came in. Berry ſaid, G-—d d—n you, 
Mack, you and my Lord (meaning Tom) mind no- 
thing but that d—n'd Tea-Kettle, you don't'mind to 
ok after Buſineſs, He then told M*Daniel- what 
Tom had done, and Tom ſaid, Egan might go anc 


| fee the Lads, if he pleaſed. They went together, 


and 


- 


_ 
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and he gave each of them a Halfpenny to buy Gin, 
Egan ſtanding three or four Yards off. Then they 

went back to M Daniel's, and Egan told him and 
Berry, they'll do very well, they are two pretty Lads. 
Then Berry, Egan and Tom went down Stairs, and 
Egan parted with them at the End of the Court. 
Berry and Tom went on and called on Salmon by the 
Way, and put in at the Plumb-Tree, Berry ordered 
him to call on M Daniel. Tom went to the two Lads. 
in, who told him, they were going to work, as 
they called it, that is, to pick Pockets in the Artille- 
ry Ground, the White-Regiment being to march that 
Day. He came back and acquainted Berry and 
M Daniel with it. Berry gave him Three-Pence to 
go and keep them Company, and both ſaid they 
would come there about 2 o'Clock to ſee the Lads. 
Tom did as he was ordered; and about the ſame Time 
Berry and M Daniel came there, but took no Notice 
of Tom nor he of them, as it had been agreed. After 
that, he left the Lads and went to Berry, and aſked 
him whether he thought they would do? Do! ſaid he; 
d—n me, I have done leſs than they over, for March 
and Newman were leſs, (who were tried in Alderman 
Cockayne's e and putting his Hand in his 
Pocket, gave him Six-Pence, and bad him be ſure 
not to leave them. 

Her e Berry interrupts him, and ſays, there is a 
Man in Court, (pointing to one near him) who will 
contradift that. Upon which the Court aſked him, 
it he did not know, that at his Requeſt all the Evi- 
dences for the Proſecution were put out of Court, 
to be called in one at a Time, and that his were 
put out alſo? How came this Witneſs in again ? He 
muſt go out, and come when he is called. (He 
went out, but came not in again when called on Berry's 
Defence.) 

TOM then went and found M Daniel, and aſked 
him, if he thought the Lads would do? He ſaid, 

* | d—n 


[wo] 


d—n your Eyes, I have done leſs than they over at 


E 3 he | 

Tur he went and gave the Boys Part of a Pot of 
Beer, and bid them good-by'e, telling them he would 
ſee them again next Morning, which was the 24th. 
In the Morning he told Berry he was going to them, 
and he gave him Three-pence. Then he went to the 
Fleet-market, and told them, he believ'd the Thing 
would be done on Friday, this was on the J/?dnefday, 
if not, he would let them know farther. - At Night he 
told Berry he had been with Kelly and Ellis. He 
ſaid, D— n you, don't go to deceive us; come 
up to the Bell in Holborn by and by, and tell M Da- 
tel I want him. He went, but M Daniel was not at 
Home. Then he went to the Bell, and met Berry at 
the Door, who gave him 'Fhree-pence and bid him 
be in the Artillery Ground at Two O Clock. This was 
Thurſday the 25th in the Morning. He went thither 
accordingly, and walked about an Hour and a Half 
before he ſaw either Berry or M Daniel; but at laft 
faw M*Daniel, who ſaid he had been at Dinner with 
Somebody in the Artillery-houſe. About half an Hour 
after, there was a Hue and Cry after a Pick-pocket. 
M Daniel came to him and ſaid, G- d d-—n me, 
the chief Perſon is a ducking in the Py'd Horſe- yard, 
follow him, and give him ſome Gin, for they have 
almoſt killed him. It was Ellis the Chimney-ſweeper ; 
Tom follow'd him, and when the Mob had left him, 
he gave him a Penny or three Halfpence. Then 
went back, and told M Daniel he was very ſafe. As 
they were going out of the Ground together, they 
met one they call Plump (his Name Bradbrook) and 
another Fellow they call Doctor, the then Turnkey at 
Clerkenwell Bridewell. Plump ſaid to Tom, G—d 
dn you yon Raſcal, you ought to be hanged for 
that Affair of Kidden. M Daniel ſaid, come along, 
don't be afraid of any Body. After that Tom went 
to Fleet-market, to ſee if Ellis was fafe. He found 
them both; he told them he would meet 'em next 


Morning 


7 | 11 ] 


Morning. They ſaid they had no Money to pay for 
A Lodging. He gave them three Halfpence, and | 


bid them go and lie in the Brickfie/ds that Night. It 
Ellis's Ducking had not happened, the Robbery of 
Salmon was to have been on Friday. But they agreed 
it ſhould not be on the Friday, leſt the Lads ſhould 
be apprehended on the Saturday, and kept all the 
next Day in the Watch-houſe, where they might tell 
ſomething about his being concerned with them, 
which might occaſion his being apprehended; and 
therefore they fixed it for Monday, on which Morn- 


ing Berry gave him ſome Halfpence to go to the 


Fleet. market, and bid the Lads ſtay till nine o Clock. 
and he would come to them again. He then went to 
the Plumb- tree, where were Salmon and Berry, and 
M Daniel was ſent for. Berry changed a Guinea, and 


gave Tom five Shillings, and bid him not be extrava - 


gant; he gave him that, he ſaid,» to Hlaſh to the Boys, 
and ſhew it them, and ſay he made that laſt Night; 
he was to pull it out all at once. Then Berry gave 
Salmon half a Crown to be robbed ot, and bid him 
go as faſt as he could; Tam aſked him where he 
ſhould ſtop for them to ſee that they were going, 
that they might be both ſure. He ſaid he would 
ſtop at the Bell in the Borough, and call for a Glaſs 
of Gin. This being agreed upon, he went to the 
Boys. 5 . ie 110 

Ir was then about half an Hour after Nine in the 
Morning. He went with the Boys to a Houſe ig 
Little-Britain, called for Beer, Bread and Cheele, 
pulled off his Coat, and ſaid he muſt go to the Fence, 
to get ſome Money, for the Woman had not paid him 
all. Then he left his Great Coat and haſtened to 
Berry, to let him know the Boys wanted to be gone; 
Berry bid him go back, and he would be over the 
Water ſoon enough for us. He returned to the Boys, 
and called for another Pint of Beer to delay the Time. 
Then they ſet out for Dept ford. Being come to the 
Bell in the Borough; they went in, where on the 
2 55 B 2 Right- 


1 
] 
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Right - hand Box ſat Berry and Salmon; he took no 
Notice of them, bur gave the Boys each a Halfpenny⸗ 
worth of Gin. Being come out, Kelly ſaid, n 
— Eyes, there is that old Thief-catching Son of a 
itch, your old Maſter. Said Tom, never mind it, 
I don't belong to him now. Then they went down 
the Borough-market, bought a Breaſt of Lamb for 
their Dinner, and went to the Black Spread Eagle in 
Kent-ftreet, where they had the Lamb fried for their 
Dinner; and from thence went to Deptfard. This 
was between Twelve and One o'Clock, and he had 
made them almoſt drunk. It was too foon in the 
Day, and he told them they could do nothing till 
dark, and fo agreed to go into the Fields and take a 
Sleep. When he thought it a proper Time he wak'd 
*em, and went together to the Ship at Deptford, the 
Houſe appointed by Berry and Salmon to come to: 
He called for a Pint of Beer at the Door, and bid 
them ſtay while he went to ſpeak with a Couſin of 
his in the Town, He went to ſee for Berry and 
Salmon; found Berry and went with him to a Pub- 
lick Houſe, drank, and went back to the Boys, and 
Salmon was to come to the ſame Houſe. The Boys 
were ſtill at the Door, and he ſaid, come let-us go 
in, I expect my Couſin to come to ue. 
Tux Boys were all this while kept ignorant of the 
principal Affair, for Tom had only told them they 
were to ſteal Linen. He then' called for a Pot of 
Beer, Bread and Cheeſe; in the mean Time Salmon 
came in, and ſat down in a Box near them, and be- 
n to talk about going to London, for it was then 
uſk. Tom ſees Berry at the Window, and goes out 
to him, who bid him be ſure to follow Salmon when 
he went away, which he did with the two Lads. 
When Salmon firſt came in, There, ſays Kelly, is that 
old Blood of a Bitch the Breeches-maker in Sboe- lane; 
his Son and I have been picking Pockets together many 
a Time. Tom ſaid, never mind him, what is that 
to us? The Place Salmon was to ſtop at, 2 


n 

Mile Stone. Tom and the two Boys went on till chey 
came to the Place, where, by a Gate, Salmon ſtood 
as if he was making Water. D-—n me, ſays Kelly, 
there is the old Breeches- maker, he is Suckey, let us 
Jcamp him. The Reaſon he gave Kelly and Ellis for 
going after Salmon, was, to take a Walk till it was 
Time to ſteal the Linen. The Moon then ſnone. 
Brix come up to Salmon, Kelly ſaid, G- d d—n 
you what have you there? Salmon anſwer d, Gentle- 
men, take what I have, but don't uſe me ill. He 
gave the Breeches to Tom; they were in a blue and 
white Handkerchief, and he gave them to Kelly, and 
aſk'd him what Money he had got? Salmon ſaid, 
Here, Gentlemen, what Money I have is in my 
Left-hand Waiſtcoat Pocket, in a Tobacco Box. 
Kelly took it out, with, a Claſp Knife and Fork; then 
they went on for London as faſt as they could, and 
lodged in Kent-ftreet, at a Houſe where he paid the 
Lodging Money at going down, by Berry's Order, 
to induce the Lads to come. there again. They got 
in about Eleven o'Clock. As they went along they 
looked into the Tobacco Box, and found Two Shil- 
lings and Sixpence, a Pocket Piece with Skillion in it, 
or ſome ſuch Name, and a punched Mark in the 
Middle of it. Vhich were all produced in Court by 
Mr. Cox. The Box was an oval Iron one, with a Roſe 
and Garter round that; and a Lion and Unicorn with 
a Baſſo-Relicvo on the Lid. The Poctet-piere, Breeches, 
Handkerchief, and Knife, were the ſame. | 

- NexT Morning they got up about 7 o'Clock, 
and went to the Black Spread-Eagle, the Houſe Berry 
ordered him to go to. He called tor ſome Beer, and 
went out in Pretence to get ſomething for Breakfaſt, 
but went to the. Vbite- Bear were he found Berry, 
Egan and Salmon, ſitting at the Door. Berry faid, 
now muſt I wait for that Son of a Whore M. Daniel. 
Go you back, and Egan ſhall come after you di- 
rectly. Egan and he went along, and by the Way 
þought a Lamb's Liver; Egan went forwar — — 


141 | 
called for a Pint of Beer. Tom came in with his 
Liver; and as he was cutting it, he ſaid to Ellis and 
Kelly, that Man, (meaning Egan) deals in Rag- Fair, 
tho he-knew that he did not; may be he will buy 
the Breeches. Upon which he aſked him, if he would 
buy any Leathern Breeches? He faid, let me look 
at them; if you and I can agree, I will have them. 
Having looked at them, he aſked the Price. Tom 
ſaid; Six Shillings. He ſaid he would give Five; and 
gave Kelly one Shilling as Earneſt, but had no more 
Money about him, but would come in an Hour or 
two and pay the reſt, and leave the Breeches with 
them till he came back. Tom aſked him, if he would 
eat a Bit of Liver and Bacon before he went? He 
agreed, and ſat down by the Fire Side, and called 
for a Halfpenny Worth of Tobacco, and then ſaid, 
God bleſs me, what ſhall I do, I have loſt my To- 
bacco- Box. Upon which Tom ſaid, let us fell him 
the Box. No faid Kelly, let us ding it, it is 10 re- 
markable a one it may be known. To ding it, is, 
tofling it away. Tom, however, perſuaded him to ſell 
it, and Kelly offered it to Egan, and aſked Six-Pence 
for it. Egan ſaid, it ſhould not be in dry Money, 
but he would give him a full Pot of Twopenny, 


which was accepted. Egan, having eat his Break- 


faſt; went out, and goes to Berry and Salmon. Tom 
went backwards with.the two Lads, to play at Skit- 
tles, to detain them, but the Gand was ſo wet, 
that they could not play, ſo they got to another Game, 
called the Devil and Taylors. He kept them there 
an Hour and Half, and then faid, if the Man don't 
come, let us fell the Breeches. Then he ſaid, he 


would go and be ſhaved, left his great Coat, and 


went to the White Bear? Seeing Berry coming out 
of the Elephant and Caſtle with M Daniel, Berry 
ſaid, d—n you, where is your-great Coat, and bad 
him go back ou fetch ĩt. And faid; . Daniel and 
Egan ſhall go. All the four Priſoners were there. 
He went back. to Ellis and Kelly, and ſaid,” the Na 
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ber was buſy, and he muſt go again in five or fix 
Minutes; that the Weather was cold, and he muſt 
put on his great Coat, which he did; and went 0 


the Elephant and Caſtle to them again. Berry bad 


him go to the Bell in the Borough, and ſtay there fil 
he came and to get ſnaved. As he was going, Egan 
and M Daniel went out, and he to the Bell, where in 
about an Hour Berry came to him; then they went 
homeward together as far as Ludgate Hill and part- 
ed. Berry bad him not to be afraid, for he would: 
always keep a good Look-out, and they all affured 
him, that if he was taken up; Salmon ſhould never ap- 
pear againſt him. | | | y 
BEING croſs-examined, he confirmed all the Evis - 
dence he had before given; and being aſked by Berry, 
what Lodging he lay in at his Houſe; anſwered, 
fometimes in the Hayloft, and ſometimes m the 
Room adjoining, wheie he lay till the Money was 
gone of Kidder's Reward, and then he was forced 
to lie in the Hayloft. 7 

Tux next Witneſs called, was George Holemrigbt, 
the Subſtance of whoſe Evidence was, that he lived 
in Scroop's Court Holbourn; that he knew three of 
the Priſoners, namely M Daniel, Salmon, and Berry; 
and hkewiſe Blee the Evidence; that M Daniel and 
his Wife came to lodge with him on Afwedneſday was 
Twelve-Months; and lodged: there when he was 
taken up; that he had often ſeen Blee, who 
was a very handy Man amongſt them; that he has 
frequently ſeen Blee with M Daniel, and that he 
uſed to waſh the Houſe and- clean the Diſhes, and 
often aſked for his Maſter Berry, and were generally 
together. That the laſt Time he ſaw M Daniel was 
on the Friday Night, and on the Saturday, the Day 
after, he was gone down to Maidſtone, but thought 
he was gone to Coventry, and ſaw Blee at his Houſe 
much about the ſame Time; they were very buſy 
together, but he made made no Account of it, as 


he did not expect to be called upon in Court about it. 
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That he was in the Artillery Ground, and ſaw Blee 
running backwards and forwards, which was on a 


T&/day. He ſaid, Tom, what are you at? He an- 
ſwered, hold your Tongue; but did not ſee any of 


the Priſoners there. That MAM Daniel did not mention 


a Word of his going to Maidſtone, but ſaid, he had 
taken a Man in Smithficld for Murder, and expect- 
to have the Reward ; and ſaid, that he ſhould go to 
Coventry one Day or another. That he had often 
ſeen M<Damel and Berry together, but Salmon and 
Egan never. That the firſt three appeared as of 
one Company, and Blee running backwards and for- 
wards, and much Whiſpering between them, but he 
never heard their Diſcourfe. That he had often ſeen 
them drinking together, particularly at M Daniel's, 
when he kept the Angel in Scroop's Court about 
ve Tears ago, and at the Union Arms in Union 
Court about ſeven or eight Months ago. That 
Berry never was in his Houſe, but had ſeen him 

two or three Times about the Door. 
F 5 MES KIRBY, being ſworn, depos'dto the 
Effect following: That he lived in Croſs-freet, Hat- 
ton garden; that he ſaw, Berry, M Daniel and Sal- 
mon drinking together at; the Union- Arms, in Union- 
Court, about the 8th or th of July; that Blee came 
to them, and ſtaid ſome ſmall Time; M Daniel's 
Wife came in, and ſettled ſomething that Blee had 
fold for her. He ſaw them there again a Day or 
two afterwards ; that they ſeemed very well acquaint- 
ed; Blee appeared to be M Daniel's Man, becauſe 
he had ſeen him come there ſeveral Times to fetch 
Beer for his Maſter ; that he uſed to wear his Beard 
long, as it was the laſt Time he ſaw him at the 

Union- Arms. was 
FAMES PRICE, being ſworn, depoſed ; 

that he knew Berry, who lived in George Yard; that 
he frequently had ſeen M Daniel with him there, and 
ſome Times Egan. That Salmon came into the Yard 
laſt Auguſt, and aſked if he had ſeen Berry. * * 
| . — / 
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he had 4 Warrant againſt Blee and young Berry; 
and that Berry concealed Blee in his Houle, which 
was about a, Year ago. That he had often ſeen them 
together, and ſeemed to be yell acquainted. 


. FOHN SAMMS, was next {worn, who gave 


his Evidence to this Effect : That he knew Berry, 
M <Damel and Egan and Salmon, allo Thomas 
Blee; that he has ſeen Berry, M Daniel and Egan 
together , at the George on Saffron-Hill at ſeveral 
Times for two Years paſt, and had drank with 
them two or three Times; that Blee lodged in 


| Berry's Houſe, and was often with them, except 


Salmon; that Blee always went up Stairs, and when 
Berry . turned his Wife out, Blee uſed to lie there; 
what, . fays Berry, interrupting him, when he had nei- 
ther Shoe nor Stocking to his Feet ? 

X E R B Y was ſhewn the Tobacco-box, and aſked, 
if he had ever ſeen it before? He ſaid, he had, and 
that the Property of it belongs to M. Daniel; re- 
members, when Salon and he were drinking together 
at the Union Arms, ſome looſe Tobacco being left on 


the Table, M. Daniel took out his Box to put it in; 


that it was a very remarkable one, and is pretty ſure 
it is the fame. 

FOUN BRAYDER being ſworn, was aſked 
by the Court, if he knew the Pocket-piece that was 
ſhewn him? He anſwered, that he once ſold a Piece 
pretty much like it; there was on one Side Skilling 3 
but there was not then the Mark on it which he ſaw 
now; meaning the Mark which Blee ſaid Salmon 


made in the Middle; that he fold it to a Woman, one 


Bow being by, whom he knew. 

B LEE being aſked, if this was true, ere 
it was; and that the Woman he fold it to was A. Da- 
niels Wife, or Company - Keeper. She gave him Three · 
pence and a halfpennyworth of Gin for it. 

FOSEPHCO.X was called again, and depo- 


ſed as follows: That he had known M Daniel two 


or three Years ; but had never ſeen the others, till he 
2 C ſaw 
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faw them all together at Maidſtone Aſſizes, whither he 
went the 24th of Auguſt. That being chief Conſta- 
ble of the lower Hundred of Blackheath, he had an 
Information, that about the 3d or Beginning of Au- 
guſt, a Breeches-maker had been robbed in the Pa- 
riſh of Deptford, where he, Cox, lived, by three 
Footpads, and that two of them were taken by M*Da- 
mie] and others, and ſent to Maidſtone Gaol ; and the 
third Perſon, whoſe Name was Thomas Blee, he was 
informed, kept Company with M Daniel; and that 
after about two or three Days Searching he very 
fortunately took that third Perſon, with the Help of a 
Conſtable at Greenwich, on Friday the gth of Auguſt, 
in Newgate Street very early in the Morning. He 
took him directly to the Waterſide, in Order to carry 
him to Greenwich. When they got him in the Boat, 
he ſaid, that he would diſcover all he knew concern- 
ing the Robbery on the Breeches- maker. Cox bad him 
not do it there, becauſe of the Watermen in the Boat, 
till they came to a Magiſtrate. They took him 
to a Juſtice of the Peace, where he made an Infor- 
mation, which was produced in Court. He ſaw him 
write his name to it, and the other is the Writin 
of Juſtice Bell. It was taken the gth of Auguſt, but 
not ſworn ,*till the 13th, when it was read over to 
him, and then ſigned by the Juſtice of Peace. 
THen the Information was read in the Court; but 

as it confained,no more than what was given in Evi- 
dence by Blee, we muſt refer the Reader back it ot; ex- 
cept the laſt Paragraph, and Part of that preceeding : 
That when Egan went out to get the Remainder of 
the Money for the ſaid Breeches, he went to another 
Ale-houſe in Kent Street to M*Daniel, who imme- 
diately went with Egan, and ſecured the ſaid Ellis 
and Kelly with all the Things, except the Tobacco- 
Box, which Egan had purchaſed of them, as he be- 
lieved. And this Deponent further ſaith, that he 
hath ſeveral Times been in Company with the ſaid 
A Daniel, Berry, Salmon, and Egan, and they 
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all ſeverally encouraged him, and ſaid, if he ſhould, 
be impeached, they would ſay nothing againſt him; 
and they promiſed to ſhare the Reward and Subſcrip- 
tion Money raiſed, between the ſaid Berry, Salmon 
M*Daniel, Egan and this Deponent; and that it was con- 
trived to convict the ſaid Ellis and Kelly on Purpoſe 
to get the Reward.” | 
C O X then proceeded thus: As ſoon as this In- 
formation was taken, the ſame Night I took ſeparate 
1 Warrants againſt M Daniel, Berry, Salmon and Egan. 
I was adviſed to attend the Tryal of Ellis and Kelly, 
and not to diſcover that I had Blee in Cuſtody, till 
after the Tryal; and to prevent his eſcape Thomas 
Warren werit down to aſſiſt me. When 1 came to 
Maidſtone, I informed myſelf as ſoon as I could who 
was on the Back of the Bill of Indictment of Ellis 
and Kelly; their Tryal came on the 15th of Auguſt 
at Night; I came into Court very ſoon after the 
Trial began; Blee was then in my Cuſtody, but 
Nobody knew it then at Maidſtone; he was brought 
down in the Night, and ſtopped ſhort of the Town. 
When I came in I heard Salmon giving Evidence 
againſt Ellis and Kelly; he ſaid, he went in at the 
Ship at Deptford and had a Pint of Beer; that he ſaw 
three Men drinking in a Box, and Ellis and Kelly, 
the then two Priſoners at the Bar, were two of the 
three Perſons, and the other a Carrotty- bearded Fellow; 
that after he had drank his Pint of Beer, in the Duſk 
of the Evening he went out in Order to go home 
to London, and having got as far as the Four- 
Mile Stone, oppoſite to which, at a Gate, he ſtopped 
to make Water: In the mean Time the three Men 
came up, and one of them 'd-—n'd him, and aſked 
where he was going ? he ſaid, he deſired him not 
to ſwear, and that he was going to London; upon 
which the Carrot-bearded Fellow ſnatched the Bundle 
from under his Arm, and punched him in the Breaſt. 
The Judge aſked him if there was Light enough to 
ſee their Faces, and W he was ſure the Priſo- _ 
2 - ners 
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pers were two of the Men? Yes, he ſaid, it was 
light encugh to ſee their Faces, and he was ſure 
that they were two of the People that robbed him. 
Then he went on and ſaid, that Kelly, one of the Pri- 
ſoners at the Bar, drew a Knife, and ſaid, d—n 
him, let us ſearch him, and took out of his Pocket 
an Iron Tobacco-box, in which was a Guinea in Gold, 
two Shillings and Six-pence in Silver, and a Silver 
Pocker-picce, and likewiſe a claſp'd Knite and Fork 
out of his Pocket; he ſaid the Bundle contained two 
Pair of leathern Breeches, marked with I. S. and a 
Figure of 4. under the right Pocket, and that the 
Handkerchief had an Oilet Hole at each Corner, 
and he looked at them, and ſaid, they were the Goods, 
that he was robbed off, and that they were his Pro- 


e Court then aſked Mr. Cox, if the Goods pro- 
duced were the ſame? he anſwered, theſe are the 
me Goods, they were delivered into my Care, and 
ve been ever ſince. The Judge aſked damon, how 
y knew the Pocket-piece ? He ſaid by a particular 
Mark it had in the Middle. His Lordſhip afked to 

ſee it, and it was delivered to him by the Conſtable 
of Greenwich. | | 
TR Court bid him look at the Pocket piece and 
Tobacco Box. On viewing them he ſaid, I am ſure 
they are the very ſame Things he ſwore he was rob- 
bed of. I aſked the Judge what he was pleaſed to 
have done with the Things ? His Lordſhip bid me 
take Care of them till the Perſons were tried. He 
then aſk'd the Priſoners if they would aſk Salmon any 
x, Queſtions? Kelly deſired Salmon might be aſked whe- 
ther he ſaw him draw a Knife? Salmon ſaid, Yes, 
vou did draw a Knife, but I ſuppoſe you will deny 
all the reſt preſently. Kelly ſaid, that can't be, be- 
cauſe he had never a Knife. One Circumſtance I had 
forgot. When the Judge aſked him if it was Light 
enough to ſee their Faces, he alſo aſked -him if he 
could know che carrot-bearded, Man, and if he had 


ever 
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ever ſeen him before? He ſaid, no, he had not to 
. his Knowledge. | . 
Wu Salmon had done, Egan gave his Evidence, 
N and ſaid, he dealt in old Cloaths, that on the goth 
of July he went into Kent Street to the Lock Hoſ- 
5 pital, to ſee if they had any old Cloaths to ſell, but 
they not being up he went to the Black Spread Ea- 
gle to get him a Pint of Bear; that he obſerved three 
Men fitting in a Box drinking, and as he was telling 
1 the Landlady his Buſineſs, one of them, a carror- 
= bearded Fellow, not taken (for they did not know 
then that he was taken) aſked, if he would buy two 
pair of Breeches ? He ſaid, yes, if they could agree 
tor the price, and they agreed for five Shillings, and 
that he gave Kelly a Shilling Earneſt to bind the Bar- 
gain, till his Wife ſhould come with Maney,. or 
— of that Sort; and aſking the Landlady for 
a Halfpennyworth of Tobacco, ſaid he had loft his 
Box ; upon which one of the Men offer'd to ſell hin 
one, and he bought it of him for a Pot of Two 
penny 3 as he was looking at the Breeches he knew 


rok be Salmon's Property, having heard he was 


robbed) over-night ; that after ſome Time he went 
cout under Pretence to get the reſt of the Money, but 
meeting with Mr. MA Daniel, whom he knew to be 
an Officer, told him the Story, and M Daniel faid 

he need not look any farther for an Officer, for he 
could do as well as a Conſtable ; fo he returned back 
with him, took Ellis and Kelly at the Black Spread Ea- 
gle; andon Searching them took out of Kelh's Pocket a 
Silver Pocket-piece, which was then produced, a Shil- 
ling and a Claſp Knife. The Judge aſk'd him, how 

be knew the Breeches belonged to Salmon? He ſaid 
by a particular Mark they had. He was aſked, how 

he knew the Mark? He ſaid he had bought 
Breeches of him for himſelf, and I think for his Son 
twelve Years, and knew his Mark particularly yell. 
The Judge aſking if he wou'd aſk the Witneſs any 
Queſtions Kelly deſired he might be aſked, if the car- 
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rot-bearded Man and he did not wink at each other 
before he offered to ſell the Breeches? Egan ſaid 
farther, that what gave him the greater Suſpicion 
that the Breeches were ſtolen was, becauſe he had 
ſeen one of the two Priſoners duck'd for picking of 
Pockets in the Artillery Ground. 

M Daniel, the next Witneſs, ſaid he met Egan, 
who knowing him to be an Officer, told him the 
Story, and he went with him and took Ellis and 
Kelly, and on ſearching Kelly he found upon him a 
Silver Pocket- piece, the ſame that is now produced, 
a Shilling and a Claſp Knife; and that there was a 
Drummer in the Room when he took them, whom 
he order d to aſſiſt him, which he did. 5 

Cox having given this Account of their Evidence 
againſt Ellis and Kelly at Maidſtone Aſſizes, proceeded 
to acquaint the Court in what Manner he took them. 
Berry, ſays he, was in the other Court, and I aſked 


* to go and drink a Glaſs of Wine, which he did, 


d I ſecured him at the Bell; then I went to ſecure 
the others, according to my Warrants. As ſoon as 
they had given their Evidence, the Cryer order'd 
them to go out. We ſecured them; upon ſearching 
M Daniel I found this Knife upon him (a long ſheath'd 
Knife of the Dutch fort) J was told of it before. As 
ſoon as they were ſecur'd, I was forced to get Leave 
to put them in the Mayor's Gao]. I aſk'd Salmon it 
he knew one Thomas Blee? He ſaid he knew no 
ſuch Man, as he did the next Day when he was car- 
ried before the Juſtices. I believe there were twenty 
or thirty of them; Blee was brought Face to Face to 
him, he looked at him, and then declared he never 
ſaw that Man in his Life before. I aſked M Daniel 
that Night if he knew Tom Blee, and he denied he 
knew any ſuch Perſon. I aſk'd Egan the ſame, and 
he as poſitively denied it as the reſt, at the Time 
Berry was in Cuſtody at the Bell. As we were going 
along to the Bell to drink a Glaſs of Wine, he aſk* 

me what. I thought would be the Fate of Ellis and 
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Kelly, and who was to pay the Expence of the Pro- 
ſecution, for it was conſiderable ? I faid, if they were 
convicted there would be ſufficient to pay the Ex- 
pence, and if they were acquitted the Proſecutors 


muſt bear it themſelves. - He ſaid he knew that, and 


for that Reaſon if this Aﬀair was well over, he never 
would be concerned again; by that Time we had 
got to the Bell, and I took him in Cuſtody, When 
J had ſecured the others in the Mayor's Gaol, I went 
and fetched Berry from the Bell; after I had got him 
into that Gaol, I aſk'd him if he knew Tom Blee P 
He ſaid he did not know any ſuch Perſon. I put 
them in ſeparate Rooms that Night, and ſet a Man 
in each Room with them. The next Day when 
Berry had been carried before the Juſtice and com- 
mitted, he and I walked together from the Bell ta 
the Gaol, in going along he ſaid, he hoped the 
Gentlemen would not admit M Daniel as an Evidence 
(for at that Time it was thought he would get to be 
an Evidence) becauſe he had ſaved himſelf once 
before by the ſame Means; but, ſaid he, if the Gen- 
tlemen will admit me an Evidence, I can do for 
Me Daniel, and another Man whom he named, that 
is not in Cuſtody, whom I know not whether I ſhould 
name. But the Court bidding him to name him, he 
ſaid it was Ralph Mitchel. 

I asked him if he would tell me any Particulars 
that he had to alledge againſt them. He faid he 
would write to me in a few Days, but never did. | 
As to M Daniel, the next Morning after he was 
apprehended, he deſired to ſpeak with me in the 
Room where he was confined. I took Mr. Warren, 
one of the Conſtables of Greenwich, with me, and 


went to him. He ſaid, he had rather ſpeak to me by 
myſelf; with that Mr. Warren withdrew : He then 


cried a good Deal, and begged of me to behis Friend, 
and get him committed for further Examination; for 
he ſaid, he could make a very great Diſcovery relat- 


ing to the Publick, and could put $5007. into my 
Nera Pocket, 
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Pocket. I told him, I would acquaint the Gentle- 
men with what he ſaid ; accordingly I did; and he 
was · afterwards committed upon the Warrant. 

BERRY alk'd him, it he ſaw him any Way bu- 
ſy about the Affair. Cox anſwers, that Berry kept 
Mf. Daniel, Salmon and Egan Company; and becauſe - 
it was my Place to take them, I kept Company 
with them all for four Hours. Berry denied that he 
= Blee; and Egan that he knew either Berry or 

Tre next Witneſs call'd was Elizabeth Pragnell, 
who ſaid ſhe liv'd at the Ship at Deptford, and con- 
frm'd what had before been given in Evidence, that 
Blet and the two Lads were at that Houſe the 29th 
of July in the Evening, and the Mnext orning the two 
laſt were brought in again by a Conſtable and one Car- 
zock a Drummer; that the Man ſhe took to be the 
Conftable was M. Daniel, who aſked her whether ſhe 
knew theſe two Boys to have been there over-night ? 
he ſaid, yes. | 

CARNOCK, the Drummer ,was then call'd; and 
being ſworn, depos'd, that he was quartered at the 
Black Eagle, in Kent-flreet ; that on the goth of July 
laſt, ahout Eight o'Clock' in the Morning, he faw 
Blee and two Lads in a Box eating and drinking; 
that Blee went out as he ſaid to get ſhav'd; that 
in about Eight Minutes after, M Daniel came in and 
laid hold of Kelly, and ſaid, come out you black- 
guard Dog. Carnock asking him why he abuſed the 
Lad, he ſaid d—n him, I have a Warrant againſt 
him, Iam an Officer, they have robbed a Man juſt 
againſt the four Mile Stone, near Deptford, and de- 
fired Carnock to aſſiſt him, which he did. Then he 
tied them together with a Piece of Rope, which be- 
ing done, he deſired him to ſtep to the Elephant and 
Caſtle, and bid Salmon, whom he deſcribed, to come 
to him. As they went along together, Carnock ask d 
him what had happened. Salman told him how he 
had been robbed the laſt Night, what he had loſt, 
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and deſcribed the Thieves. Being come to the 
Spread Eagle, they ſaw Egan and a Bundle lying by 
him. M Daniel aſked him what he had got in his 
Handkerchief? Egan anſwered, It is no Buſineſs of 
yours, for the Handkerchief and the Things in 
it, I bought of the Lads. Carnock made him open the 
Handkerchief, which was mark*d at each Corner, and 
the Breeches mark'd J. S. 4. M*Damel ſearched Kelly, 
and took a Claſp Kniſe out of his Pocket, a Shil- 
ling, and a Silver Pocket-piece ; he gave him the 
Shilling again, ſaid the Pocket-piece was mark'd in 
the Middle, and ſhewed it to Carnock, and deſired . 
him not to be meally-mouth'd when they came be- 
fore the Juſtice. They tied the Things up in a 
Handkerchief, and ſet out to go to a Juſtice at 
Greenwich, | C HY CEO 

Goinc along, M*Daniel ſaid to the Lads, you 
have made a good Hand of it if you have ſp-at the 
Guinea already; they ſaid they never took a Guinea 
from him. M Daniel ſaid, one of them has got 
Money in his Stocking, but let *em keep it poor 
Things, they'll want it. Then he preſs d them to 
confeſs the Robbery before the Juſtice, and it would 
be better for them, and tell him where the other 
Fellow was gone; they ſaid they could not tell any 
Thing about it. They went firſt to the Five Bells at 
the End of Deptford, and from thence to the Ship, 
Egan and Salmon following at a Diſtance. 

Tux they went to Greenwich, and in the Clerk's 
Office they wanted Me Daniel to be bound over to 
B but he ſaid he could not, for he had a 

it of an Eſtate left him in the Country, and he could 
not be there at the Time of the Aſſizes. Then the 
Juſtice's Clerk bound over Carnock and Egan. After 
this, they ſtaid at Greenwich and drank ; and as they 
were coming home, Egan ſwore by the Great God 
and the ſweet Jeſus, he would not appear againft 
them at the Aſſizes. Carnock anſwered, you are 
bound over as well as I, and I can't ſee how you can 
{ae D be 
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be off from going down. He reply d, O by Jeſus, 
it is only changing my Pariſh, - it has coſt me three 
Shillings to-day ; z and the Breeches may go to the 


. D---l, for I will never appear againſt them. They 


parted at Ten that Night, and M. Daniel deflred 
Carnock to come to him in Union Court. He went 
ſeveral Times, but could never find him there, nor 
at his Lodgings in Scroop's Count, but met him after- 
wards by Chance. 

.CARNOCK ſaid farther, that he was at Mail. | 
ſtone Aſſizes, but they all of them kept out of his 
Sight; at laſt he met Egan in the Street, and aſked 
him if the Bill was found? He ſaid, no, it would 
not be done this Day or two. Thought he, I'II 
watch you ; and ſoon after met with Salmon and 
Berry, and one Sergant a Conſtable. They all, except 
Berry, went into the Clerk's Office to get the Bill of 
Indictment. drawn. The Clerk aſked if they were all 
there? M Daniel anſwered, yes: But there being 
{ix upon the Bill, and but five appearing, he aſked if 
there was not a Drummer? O, faid M Daniel, I 
forgot him. _ 

Tux Bill being 1 he went to the Cock, 
where ſat Berry, who ſaid, how do you do, Drum- 
mer. ? Carnock not recollecting him, Berry ſaid, don't 
you remember me at the Elephant and Caſtle when you 


came for Salmon? I do now, laid Carnock. Then 


Berry aſked him whether he thought thoſe two Lads 
would be convicted? The other anſwered, it appears 
very plain againſt them, If they are not, replies Ber- 
75, 1 muſt either beg my Bread, or go upon the 
Highway. 
Tux next material Witneſs was Henry Sergant, 
who depoſed that he knew all the Priſoners very wel), 
and aſſiſted in taking them up at Maidſtone. M. Daniel 
ſaid he was a young Conſtable, and ſhould have a 
Share of the Reward ; that he ſhould take the Money, 
and would ſee him paid. Berry ſaid, we ſhall have 
a good Supper to-night, if the Priſoners are RT ; 
victe 
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victed, and if they were not, he thought he muſt beg 

his Way home. That as he was going along the 

Road with Ellis and Kelly to Maidſtone, they told him 

there was one Tom Blee concerned with them in the 
Robbery, alſo where he liv'd, and what Sort 

of Cloaths he wore. This hg took down in Writing, 

and the Juſtice defired him to go and take him. He 

ſaid he would give Directions to one Ralph Mitchel a 

| Thief-catcher ; but he refuſed to be concerned. He 

[ heard e Daniel and Berry both ſay, they would ſhare 

the Reward. _ 

Tur Witneſſes. for the King. having all given 

their Evidence, the Priſoners were called upon to 
| make their Defence. 

BERRY begged the Court t. to put off his Triaz 
till next Seſſions, to give him Time to prove, that 
Blee had accuſed him talſely ; that Blee was a pilfering 
Fellow, and that he took M Daniel with him to 
Greenwich, after he had heard he was taken up, on 
. purpoſe to charge him with ſtealing his Goods. 

M. DANIEL gave a rambling Account of 
his taking the two young Fellows in Kent-Street, and 
Fer dat them before Juſtice Bell at Grecutvich. Af- 

ter that he took up a Man for murdering another at 
Coventry, and brought him to Hicks's Hall, and the 
Gentlemen told him he muſt go down to Coventry 
*along with him. He went to Maidſtone, where he 
ſaid he could ſay nothing to the Robbery, and the WW 
Drummer could fay as much as he could, as he took = 
the Pocket-piece and "Tobacco Box ; concluding _ . 
Evidence thus: As God Almighty is in Heaven I 

know no more of them than your Lordſhip there; I 

have taken a great many Thieves and ventured my 

Life and been ſhot at by them ; I never had my Name 
brought in Queſtion ; I have been offered Money to 

let Priſoners go, but I never would do it ; I could 

have had threeſcore Pounds to have done it. 

SAL MOQ N- ſaid, he never was at the Bell in 
Company with that Fellow Blee in his Life, nor had 
been in that Alehouſe theſe five Years. ' 
| D 2 EGAN 
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E GAN deſired to know where the Bell was, 


for he did not know it ; and, looking at Hlee ſaid, 
he had no 1 Ole of that Man in the World. 


Taxy were then ſeverally aſked, if they had any 
Witneſſes tocall to their Character > Berry called James 
Price, and ſaid he had lived ſeventeen Years in the 
Yard, where he ,lived. Price ſaid, if he muſt give 
him a Character, it would be a very bad one, and 
that if he inſiſted upon it, it would hurt him. 

Me Daniel ſaid, there was Mr. Holewright, who 
had known him nine or ten Vears, and deſired that 
he might be examined: and Holegright ſaid, he be- 
lievedt that he had known M Daniel ſo long as he men- 


tioned ; that he never did him any Injury ; but as 
for the Reſt, he believed, he was bad enough. 


SAL MON Maid, tie had no Witneſſes, becauſe 
he had not Time to ſend for any. 
Egan ſaid, he had no Witneſſes to call, becauſe 


none of his Acquaintance knew he was in Trouble. 


TEIA Trial laſted near nine Hours; and being 


ended, the Jury went out upon their Verdict; and 
being agreed, found them all four Feu of the Fact 


they where charged with in the Indictment; but ſome 
Doubts ariſing concerning the Law, how far the Pri- 


ſoners, in procuring Blee, to procure Kelly and Ellis 


to commit this Robbery, are Acceſſaries to it under 


the Meaning of the Statute, of the 4th and gth of 
Philip and Mary; and the 3d and 4th of William and 


Mary, which take away Clergy, they knew not, and 
therefore prayed the Aſſiſtance of the Court. So 

Verdict ſpecial; in Order that the Point 
of Lay may be determined by the T welve Judges. 


} 
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K 1 D D E N, the Porter, 


is as follows: 


a 9 


DAN 28 Thief: taker, one of the 


four Priſoners above named, and a ſort of 
Marſhal to the Conſtables, having ordered Blee, his 
Servant, to look out for one or two more Men to 
engage in a Robbery, Blee ſoon inform'd him he 
had pitched upon Foſbua Kidden, a Porter in the 
Fleet-market, M Daniel then and Berry, and other 
Thief-takers, having ſettled their Plan, concerted with 
Blee to act as follows. Blee went to the Porter, and 
told him a Gentleman at Edmonton in Diſtreſs, 
wanted a Porter to move off his Goods that Night, 
and, if he would aſſiſt, he ſhould have five Shillings, 
and Victuals and Drink. The Porter agreed, and 
they went to Edmonton, and after refreſhing them- 
ſelves at a Publick Houſe there, Blee pretended to go 
out to ſee if the Gentleman was ready ; and returning, 


told the Porter the Gentleman ſuſpected he was 


watched that Night, and would deter moving his 
Goods to another Time ; and then treating the Porter 
with a Pot or two of Beer, they ſet forward for 


| London. Blee ſoon began to perſuad: the Porter that 


they might eaſily pick up a little Money on the Road 
g | | without 
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without any Riſque ; but the Porter giving no = | 


to him, they came on, and ſoon ſaw at a little Dif- 
tance a Woman on foot, who had been deſigned- 
ly fet down there out of a Chaiſe by Berry, that 
the Robbery being committed within that Pa- 
riſn, they might get the Additional Reward. 
Blze then urged the little Danger there was in 
robbing her; put the Porter abſolutely retuſing, Blee 
propoſed mending their Pace to Town; the Porter 
accordingly put on, but Blee deſignediy lagging be- 
hind, the Porter looked back, and law him with the 
Woman; but he toon came up to the Porter, and 
told him how eaſily he had robbed her, and offered 
him half the Money. The Porter, frightened, ſaid, 
be would have none of it; and Blee pretending an Oc- 
caſion to ſtop, made quite off. 
Brary and the Woman (in the Chaiſe) ſoon over- 
took the Porter, and M Daniel coming up ar the 
fame Time the Woman and Berry charged the Por- 
ter with holding a Knife to her Throat, whillt his 
Companion robb'd her; and the 1 hief-takers ſecur'd 
him and carried him before a Juſtice, who committed 
him to Newgate, and on their Evidence he was tried 
and convicted at the Old Batley, and executed at Ty- 
burn in Tebruaty 1734. 
Ts was this poor Man moſt cruelly brought to 
a Shameful Death, which it was almoit impoſſible 
for dim to avoid, from the Moment they fixed their 
Eye on him, His Reaſons for being on the Road at 
that Lime muſt appear like an idle excuſe ; and the 
Coriederates ſeem'd to be Strangers to each other 
till that Time. And thus have ſeveral innocent Men 
loſt their Lives for ſham Robberies, and the Publick 
amuled with numerous Executions, and flattered 
with Hopes, that the Number of Rogues muſt be 
leſfen'd, at the ſame Time that they are plundered 
by veteran Villains, every one of whom is under Con- 
tribution to Thici-takers, . 5. are rarely brought 
to 


: e 1 
to Juſtice by them, unleſs to anſwer their political 
Purpoſes. | 
To ſwear away the Life of an innocent Mat with- 
out the -leaſt,Ofience or Enmity pretended, merely 
for the ſake of pocketing a little Money, is a. Crime 
of ſo ſhocking a Nature, that few are ſo hardened in 
Villainy as to load their Conſciences with the compli- 
cated Guilt of Perjury and Murder at the ſame Time. 
I don't remember above one Inſtance. of this Kind ; 
and that, is of John Waller, who about ten or twelve 
Years ago, had render'd himſelf very notorious in 
this Kind of Practice. Many innocent Perſons loſt 
their Lives on the Gallows by this Fellow's ſwearing 
Robberies againſt them for the ſake of the Reward 3 
and much more Miſchief he would have done, had 
he not been ſtopt in his Carier by the Vigilance of 
Sir William Thompſon, one of the Barons of the Ex- 
chequer, who having Intimation given him of the 
atrocious Practices of this vile Wretch, watched his 
Motions fo narrowly, that at laſt he brought him to 
condign Puniſhment , that is, ſuch a Puniſhment AS. 
the Laws could inflict, which, it ſeems, is no more 
than the Pillory ; tho* it be an-Offence that deſerves 
Death much more than robbing upon the Highway, 
or any other ſingle Crime a Man can be guilty of. 
However, he did not go without his Reward; for 
the Populace were fo enraged for the many Lives 
that he had caus'd to be wrongiully taken away, | 
that they no ſooner ſaw him on the Pillory, than th | 
pelted him ſo ſeverely that he dy'd under their Diſci- | 
pline. Thus, though, he loſt his Lite in a Manner | 
contrary to Law, yet was it but a juſt Recompence | | 
for thoſe innocent Lives he had ſo cruelly lacrificed | 
ro his Avarice. Bur, to preſerve a due Reverence | 
tor the Law, which ought not to be violated upon 
any Conſideration, two of the Actors in his Death, 
namely, Dolan, and one Griffts, a Chimney-lweeper, 
were tried for it, condemned and executed. This, 

no doubt, was right; for if the Execution of Juſtice , 


was 


| 
5 
ö 


W 


1 


— 


8 


1 * 


. ate; 
by 


—__ 
— — 


— * — 
——ů— —— —e—ͥ TIE 


CTY 


ä a — 


ob 2 


CE bd 


El — 
— 3 
. 4 * 


— 


32 J e 
was left in the Hands of the Mob, the Laws "would | 
foon become uſeleſs, and every Man's Life would be 
at their Mercy, whenever by the artful Management 
of ſome ſecret Enemy, their Paſſions ſhould be AGES 
up to commit ſuch an Outrage. 

To prevent ſuch Miſchiefs as may happen « on the 


like Occaſions for the furure, it is humbly ſubmitted 


to the Judgment of the Legiſlature, whether it wou'd 
not be very proper to amend the Law in this Particu- 
lar, and whether the Loſs of Life upon a perjurious 
Evidence, ſhould not be made capital ; and whether 
an Acceſſary before the Fact, as he is equally guilty 
with the Felon who commits the Robbery, ſhould 
not be liable to the ſame Puniſhment, and ſuffer 


Death without Benefit of Clergy. 


. 


